The Past Perfect Simple

THE PAST PERFECT SIMPLE - FORM

Sujeto + had + past participle + complementos
Sujeto + had + not + past participle + complementos

Had + sujeto + past participle + complementos?

PAST PERFECT — TIME EXPRESSIONS AND USES

Las palabras already, for, just, since y yet acompafian tanto al past perfect como al present perfect.
Las oraciones en past perfect suelen llevar una oracion temporal ademas de la oracion principal. La
oracion temporal empieza con expresiones como after, as soon as, before, by the time, the moment
that, until, when.

El past perfect se emplea para la accién que ocurrié en primer lugar, tanto si aparece en la oracion
principal como en la temporal. El past simple siempre indica que esta accion ocurrié mas tarde.

¢ He had just entered the house when the telephone rang.
e She had already fed the dog before we arrived.

Con expresiones temporales como after y before, que indican claramente el orden cronolégico de los
acontecimientos, se puede usar el past simple en lugar del past perfect.

o After the pupils had finished / finished the exam, the teacher collected their papers.
Sin embargo, si las dos oraciones llevan el mismo sujeto, es mejor emplear el past perfect.
o After he had finished his work, he went home.

La expresion u oracion temporal puede aparecer antes o después de la oracion principal. Cuando la
oracion temporal ve en primer lugar se suele colocar una coma para separar una oracion de la otra.

¢ She had gone on holiday by the time | received the message.
e By the time | received the message, she had gone on holiday.



